
California: Golden Music  
in the Golden State

with Rick Phillips
April 26 – May 3, 2017

Worldwide Quest presents to  
McGill University Alumni and Friends



We are delighted to invite you to join Rick Phillips, B.Mus ’76  
(McGill University) M.Mus ‘77 (University of Toronto) to enjoy superb  
classical music in Los Angeles and San Francisco.  

Our music tour begins in in Los Angeles, with concerts in two of the city’s great concert halls – the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion and the world-renowned Frank Gehry-designed Walt Disney Concert Hall. In San Francisco,  
we will enjoy performances in the stately War Memorial Performing Arts Centre and at Bekerley’s Zellerbach Hall. 
Rick has selected an eclectic mix of performances from Puccini’s Tosca starring Sondra Radvanovsky, often billed  
as “the finest Tosca of our time”, to a fully staged modern day premiere of Rameau’s Le Temple de la Gloire. We 
have secured a limited number of tickets for all performances – the full list is on the reverse of this flyer.    

Guided visits to leading galleries and museums including the Norton Simon Museum, the J. Paul Getty  
Museum, and the Asian Art Museum round out this exciting tour. Springtime in California promises a wide  
range of memorable activities and marvelous concerts. Each day begins with Rick’s informative presentation  
on the concert of the day, enhancing our appreciation of the music and the performers. 

For more information and to secure your spot on this very special tour, please contact Worldwide Quest  
at 416-633-5666 or 1-800-387-1483.  

Gabrielle Korn
Executive Director
McGill Alumni Association
Your privacy is important to McGill. Your personal information is never released to our travel partners. Revenue generated through  
the travel program supports student and alumni events and initiatives. If you would prefer not to receive future mailings, either email 
records.alumni@mcgill.ca or send a note to: Alumni Records, 1430 Peel St., Montreal, Quebec, H3A 3T3.

Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Walt Disney Concert Hall, San Francisco



Detailed Itinerary
Wednesday, April 26: Los Angeles
We meet at our hotel at 5PM this evening for  
a welcome reception hosted by Rick Phillips, 
followed by dinner together to set the tone for  
the week ahead. Please contact Worldwide Quest 
for assistance with your flight arrangements. 
Overnight: Omni Hotel California Plaza, LA 
Meals: Dinner 

Thursday, April 27: Los Angeles
After breakfast, join Rick for a talk on this  
evening’s performance. Then join our guide  
to visit the Getty Center, perched high above the 
city. The Center is a hat trick of delights; a superb 
art collection with works from the Renaissance to 
contemporary, cutting-edge architecture by Richard 
Meier, and splendid gardens. Our guide will show 
us the highlights of the art collection, then enjoy 
free time to stroll the 110-acre campus. Return  
to the city centre with time to relax before our  
pre-concert dinner and this evening’s performance. 
Puccini’s Tosca with the LA Opera starring Sondra 
Radvanovsky at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Overnight: Omni Hotel California Plaza, LA 
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner  

Friday, April 28: Los Angeles
Rick will present this evening’s performance 
after breakfast today. Then head out to genteel 
Pasadena to visit two fabulous galleries. The 
Norton Simon Museum houses an inspiring 
collection of choice works by Rembrandt, 
Raphael, Van Gogh, and Degas. The nearby 
Huntington Library is home to Gainsborough’s 
The Blue Boy and a 1455 Guttenberg Bible. 
Unwind in the Zen-like tranquillity of the estate’s 
Japanese garden or stroll in one of the other 
11 garden settings with 15,000 plant varieties. 
Return to the city centre with time to relax  
before our pre-concert dinner and this  
evening’s performance.
DakhaBrakha Le Mystère des Voix Bulgares 
at the Disney Concert Hall
Overnight: Omni Hotel California Plaza, LA
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
 



Saturday, April 29: Los Angeles
After breakfast, join Rick for a talk on this evening’s 
performance. Then join our guide for a visit to the 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, L.A.’s premier 
art museum with works by Rembrandt, Cezanne, 
Ansel Adams, and many more, plus a vast collection 
of Chinese ceramics and pre-Columbian art. The 
building was transformed by Renzo Piano in 2010. 
There is free time this afternoon before our  
pre-concert dinner and performance.  
Excerpts from Wagner’s The Ring with the LA  
Philharmonic at Walt Disney Hall 
Overnight: Omni Hotel California Plaza, LA
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Sunday, April 30: Fly to San Francisco
After breakfast this morning, transfer to the a 
irport for the short flight to San Francisco. Upon 
arrival, we head straight to Berkeley for the 
performance of Rameau’s recently rediscovered 
masterwork – Le Temple de la Gloire – fully staged  
as Rameau intended, for the first time since the 
opera’s 1745 premiere. After the performance  
we travel to San Francisco’s charming city centre  
for a three-night stay.
Rameau’s Le Temple de la Gloire, Philharmonia  
Baroque Orchestra at Zellerbach Hall
Overnight: Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San Francisco 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Monday, May 1: San Francisco
After Rick’s presentation, our guide takes us to  
the iconic Golden Gate Park. Here visit the Japanese  
Tea House and Garden, the Garden of Shakespeare’s 
Flowers, and the de Young Museum. The Museum is 
a sleek, copper-clad building oxidizing green to blend 
into the park. Inside is a bold collection including 
Oceanic ceremonial masks, Oscar de la Renta gowns 
and American art of all periods. The afternoon and 
evening are at leisure.
Overnight: Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San Francisco 
Meals: Breakfast

Tuesday, May 2: San Francisco
After breakfast, join Rick for a talk on this evening’s 
performance. Then join our guide for a walking tour 
of the city’s Mission District. Our walk includes the 
Balmy Alley Murals, inspired by Diego Rivera’s  
1930s San Francisco murals, for a look at the 
contemporary mural movement in the city. This 
evening’s performance is at the War Memorial  
Hall, one of the last examples of the Beaux Arts  
style of architecture in the country.
Prokofiev’s Cinderella, San Francisco Ballet at  
the War Memorial Hall
Overnight: Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San Francisco 
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Wednesday, May 3: Depart San Francisco
Travellers make independent arrangements to the 
airport for homeward-bound flights.
Meals: Breakfast

Diego Rivera’s Pan American Unity Mural



Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$3295 
Concert tickets (per person): US$535
Single supplement: US$975

Group size: Limited to 20 participants

Tour Cost Includes:
• Accommodation based on double occupancy  

in hotels listed or similar
• Meals as specified in itinerary
• Daily presentations by Rick Phillips 
• Sightseeing and museum visits with expert guides
• All entrance fees
• Flight from Los Angeles to San Francisco  

in economy class
• Gratuities for group services
• Fully escorted by Rick Phillips
• Five performances (final price subject to change) 

Tour Cost Does Not Include:
• Airfare from your home to join the tour
• Arrival transfer from the Los Angeles airport to the hotel
• Departure transfer from the hotel  

to the San Francisco Airport

• Meals other than those mentioned
• Beverages with meals
• Fuel surcharges, if applicable
• Travel insurance
• Excess baggage charges
• Items of a personal nature
• Additional arrangements required  

due to any emergency or other situation

Level of Activity: Easy to Moderate 
There is quite a lot of walking and standing in 
the galleries and museums we visit as well as 
a walking tour in San Francisco. As our hotels 
are close to performance venues, we will be 
walking to and from concerts (except for our 
Berkeley concert which we will travel to by 
private coach). Optional taxi transportation  
is available at extra cost.   

Payment Details:
A deposit of US$750 per person is required to 
reserve your space on this tour. A payment of 
US$1000 is due six months prior to departure. 
The balance is due 90 days prior to departure.

Your Host and Study Leader

Performances
• Tosca by Puccini, LA Opera at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, starring soprano Sondra Radvanovsky 
• The celebrated folkloric group DakhaBrakha, Le Mystère des Voix Bulgares on tour at Disney Concert Hall 
• Excerpts from The Ring of the Nibelung by Wagner, LA Philharmonic conducted by Philippe Jortdan  

at Disney Concert Hall 
• Le Temple de la Gloire by Rameau, Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra and the Centre de Musique Baroque  

de Versailles at Zellerbach Hall 
• Cinderella by Prokofiev, San Francisco Ballet at War Memorial Hall 

Rick Phillips, B.Mus ’76 (McGill University) and M.Mus ’77 
(University of Toronto) worked in the Music Dept. of CBC Radio for  
30 years, 14 of which he was Host/Producer of SOUND ADVICE, the popular 
guide to classical music and recordings heard across Canada every weekend. 
He’s an experienced writer, reviewer, teacher, broadcaster and musical tour 
guide – often a juror in the classical music categories of the Juno Awards,  
and the author of “The Essential Classical Recordings – 101 CDs.”



Worldwide Quest Int’l  491 King St. E. Toronto, ON  M5A 1L9
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McGill University, its officers and employees, do not assume any responsibility for the financing, arranging or conducting of the tour. They shall 
not be liable for any damages or financial loss to person or property of any description that might occur in connection with the tour, howsoever 
arising from the negligence, omission or otherwise for travel services arranged through Worldwide Quest International. 

Please contact Worldwide Quest for more information and to book this tour.  
1-800-387-1483 or 416-633-5666    |    travel@worldwidequest.com

Visit WorldwideQuest.com/McGill today. 

This tour is offered exclusively to alumni and friends  
of McGill University and University of Toronto.

How to Book

McGill Alumni Association
1430 Peel Street, #509
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H3A 3T3


